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In grandpants’ yard
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Since childhood, I've been visiting my relatives in Kfar
Kama village, and as a circassian who grew up in a town,
forming friendships with kids in my age in the village was
always a struggle. Despite my parents’ efforts to inte-
grate my siblings and | into various village activities, such
as summer camps, the friendships we managed to build
quickly faded away.

Today, as an architect reflecting on those experiences,
| came to a realization that the village is till today lacks
spaces where children, teenagers and adults can meet and
strengthen thier friendships.

Spending time in my grandmother’s house, meeting in the
backyard or aimlessly driving around the village are the
proposed options for spending time.

A phenomenon among many social necessities that
the tradional village cannot provides in todays mod-
ern times.

This project is an opportunity to explore past and present
ways of life in the village by analyzing the topologies of
public spaces- spatial elements that shaped the social life
in the village till today. It suggests a possibility for a fu-
ture in which the village can successfully develop and meet
the contemporary needs of its residents, while preserving
its unique identity. Offering the residents a new expe-
rience within their familiar space.



Kfar Kama a circassian vil-
lage located in the lower

KEar Kama galilee on route 767.
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Introduction

The project examines the built and open spaces and
the development pattern of the Circassian village in the
Lower Galilee - Kfar Kama ever since the village was es-
tablished, focusing on the factors that have shaped its
public and social spaces.

Kfar Kama was founded by Circassian settlers in 1867
on the ruins of a Byzantine village on Ottoman Empire
lands, following the war with the Russian Empire in 1864.
The village began with a few houses clustered around the
mosque and gradually expanded over the years, evolving
alongside the Israeli-Palestinian conflict while maintaining
Circassian cultural traditions.

The Adyghe Khabze—a set of ethical and social laws
that continue to guide Circassian society—formed the
foundation of the village community and shaped the vil-
lage’s architectural layout: houses were built closely to-
gether, forming an external wall while maintaining gaps to
respect each family’s personal space. Each home included
a Khachesh (guesthouse) and a shared inner courtyard for
agricultural and household use.

Today, physical remnants of tradional houses can still
be seen in the village’s historic core. some inhabited by
village elders and some abandoned and ruined, serving as

hidden gathering spots for village yout.

The building in the village is becoming more modern
and Israeli-style.The village is expanding in ring-like pat-
tern of private lands, where each new nuclear family builds
a single-family home, gradually distancing from the core
in pursuit of individual needs.

Meanwhile, the community’s social needs are being
neglected and find no expression in the village’s evolving
fabric. This shift, if left unaddressed, could lead to fur-
ther spatial expansion, distancing residents from the his-
toric core and damaging Kfar Kama’s unique identity.

The village has reached another stage where modern-
ization is changing the rules of the game and bringing new
challenges. The renewed community has new needs, and
the traditional village needs to readjust itself to contem-
porary needs.

There'’s a need to preserve identity and culture
against the necessity of adapting the physical space to
the community’s new needs. A conflict many of the small
tardional evolving villages face, in israel and circassian
settelments in particular around the world.

This raises a fundamental question: How can the
tradional village evolve to meet the new needs of its
community while preserving its distinct cultural iden-
tity?
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Aerial imagery of Kfar Kama | 2023

A view of village core from east | 50s
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Historical Background
Focusing on the village’s development and social
changes within the years.

Exile from the Homeland

Following the war with the Russian Empire be-
tween 1800-1864, the Circassians were settled by the
Sultan within the Ottoman Empire, mainly in the Mid-
dle East across three countries: Turkey, the King-
dom of Jordan, and Syria in the Golan Heights.
Towards the end of the 19th century, three main villages
were established within the borders of present-day Israel:

1-Rehaniyavillageinthe Upper Galilee, northof Safed (1869).
2-Kfar Kama in the Lower Galilee be-
side the Kfar Tavor-Kinneret road (1876).
3-Khirbet Circass in Samaria near Karkur (1884) which did
not survive due to the devastating spread of malaria in the
area. '

Kfar Kama

Kfar Kama was founded by Circassian settlers in
1876 on the ruins of a Byzantine village on within Otto-
man territory, following the war with the Russian Em-
pire in 1864. Members of the Shapsug tribe (one of the
12 Circassian tribes) settled beside the Kfar Tavor-Kin-
neret road near water wells. The village started with

1 1973 INIW1 D'OPN L7 TIVW MIN

several houses around a mosque and developed slow-
ly over the years parallel to historical events occurring
around while maintaining Circassian cultural customs.

When settling, the Circassians built their houses close
together like a stone wall around the mosque at the center,
as protection against expected attacks from neighboring
village residents. On agricultural lands, the Circassians
tried to adapt to a settled lifestyle contrary to their no-
madic ways, focusing on raising cattle herds and cultivat-
ing their plots. 2

2 1973 INIW'1 D'OPN L, 7TIVW MIN
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During the Mandate Period

During the Mandate period, the employment focused
mainly on intensive agriculture, and the village began to
prosper economically. Also, the village was exposed to op-
posing influences- on one side Nazareth city and neigh-
boring Arab villages, and on the other side influence from
growing Jewish settlements like llaniya (1899) and Yavniel
(1902). Nevertheless, despite external environmental in-
fluences, the Circassians maintained their identity.

State Establishment

In 1948, during Operation Dekel, the Lower Galilee came
under Israeli control. Many Circassians from Kfar Kama
joined the IDF. Over time, the younger generation inte-
grated into Israeli society, seeking higher education and
employment outside the village.

Despite these changes, a national revival emerged among
Circassian youth, leading to renewed interest in their lan-
guage, traditions, and history. An internal conflict be-
tween the desire to assimilate into the surrounding socie-
ty and the effort to preserve national identity. *

3 1973 INIWI1 D'OPN L7 TIVW MIN

O New settelments

Ruined

1864

1878

1958

The exile of the
Circassian people
from their home-

— land in the Cauca-

sus after the war
with the Russian
Empire in 1864.

Circassians set-
tled along the road
from Kfar Tavor to
the Sea of Galilee.

After 1948, the
social environment
changed—some
Arab villages were

— abandoned, while

new settlements
emerged. Despite
these shifts, the
village  residents
adapted while
strengthening
their identity for
future  develop-
ment.
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The houses were built from basalt stone with red
Marseille-style tiled roofs. The mosque, with its square
minaret, stood at the center of the village. In the 1960s
and 1970s, new residential neighborhoods were construct-
ed around the historical core. The newer brick houses, ar-
ranged in rows, contrasted with the traditional architec-
ture of the village, reflecting a shift towards modernity. 3

3 1973 INIWI1 D'OPN L7 TIVW MIN
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Within the first ring of development, infrastructure
improvements began, and several public institutions were
established, including a Clalit Health Services clinic, a ma-
ternal and child health center, school expansions, and new
cultural and religious facilities.The mosque was renovated,
a professional community club for girls opened in 1964, in
1965 a culture club opened serving as a meeting point for
youth, football fields (p.33/34). The streets became a key
meeting place where villagers would gather and converse.*

5 1973 INIW'1 D'OPN L7 TIVW MIN
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Conservation vs Regeneration

The tension between conservation and regenera-
tion lies at the heart of cultural and architectural dis-
course.

While conservation seeks to protect and preserve
heritage—often maintaining structures, traditions, and
historical narratives as they were—regeneration aims to
adapt, evolve, and breathe new life into them. This con-
flict is particularly evident in places like Kfar Kama, where
the challenge is not only to safeguard Circassian identi-
ty but also to ensure its relevance in a rapidly changing
world. Can a culture survive purely through conservation,
or must it be reinterpreted to thrive?

This chapter explores the delicate balance be-
tween these two forces, their significance, and how
they shape the future of heritage within my research.



Conservation

Adyghe Khabze

It all begins with Adyghe Khabze. The word Adyghe
means “person of virtue” and Xabze refers to the tra-
ditional way a Circassian is expected to behave. A set of
laws that continue to guide Circassian society—formed the
foundation of the village community. which is expressed
in each individual’s way of life, tight socialization, and
clear framework: to respect, protect, guard, and welcome
guests. This was also reflected in the village’s architec-
tural layout: houses were built closely together, forming
a protection wall while maintaining gaps to respect each
family’s personal space. ¢

Circassian Architecture

Circassian architecture is distinct, with unique struc-
tures that still stand today as a bridge to the past. These
buildings are vital to preserving cultural identity, connect-
ing present generations to their heritage and traditions.

Historically, generations of Circassians were sub-
ject to various types and forces of movements, including
forced migration and colonisation, causing changes in the
feature of the Circassian village “Aul” and the Circassian
dwelling “Adyghe Wuna”’. For safety reasons, Circassian
settlements were unstable meaning buidligh houses that

6 /https://blog.nli.org.il/en/hoi_circassians-in-israel

7 Indigenous Architecture in motion, narratives of circassian architecture of
Adyghe people p62
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can be disassembled and taken away when necessary. As
mentioned in a modern ironic Kabarda saying: “Who does
not know what to do [that]? It is like disassembling and
reassembling the house”

The Circassian livelihood revolved around the smaller
community of the “Aul” (village), with changing layouts
from a circle shaped made from houses next to each other
to a cluster of houses each eith a land, all surrounded by
fence. ®

The traditional Circassian estate consisted of up to
15 dwellings enclosed by a wattle fence. It featured three
separate courtyards: a residential area with living quar-
ters, a farmyard for grain production, and a vegetable
garden with livestock shelters, stables, and storage. A
guest house was typically located near the main family
building to honor visitors.? As solidarity within Circassian
society was highly revered, friends, neighbors and family
members would help at the construction of the building.

“Adyghe Wuna” in a shape of a long rectangle divided
to two main chambers, one as a kitchen and living area and
the second as a bedroom. the wall made from clay and a
steep roof supported by wooden beams, and a front porch
underlining the entrance. a fireplace located in the kitchen
at the end of the chamber houses were built

8,9 Indigenous Architecture in motion, narratives of circassian architecture of
Adyghe people P68-71
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according to Circassian societies needs and social stand-
ards, customs were the driving factor for architectural
design. ™

The fireplace, the wood construction of the roof, the
rectangular layout and the general structure of the village
are ethnically defining elements of the Circassian vernac-
ular architecture. They represent a tangible form of cul-
ture that was created through intangible skills and tradi-
tions and was, passed on through generations, emigrating
with Circassians from the Caucasus to the Middle East.

In the village Kfar Kama these key elemnts of the cir-
cassian "wuna” are still existing. upon coming and build-
ing the village, the settelers used local material presented
in the area "basalt stone”. Black stone which firmly pre-
served the intangible tradition standing in the core vil-
lage making it a possible journey to the past representing
strength and culture of Indigenous people who survived
excile from homeland.

10 Indigenous Architecture in motion, narratives of circassian architecture of
Adyghe people P69
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wood construction
Fireplace

Adyghe Wuna

Cluster of estates in the histori-

cal core village Kfar Kama
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Regeneration

As a Necessity

As societies evolve, so do the needs and aspirations of
each new generation. The rapid pace of technological ad-
vancements, shifting social dynamics, and environmental
challenges demand a continuous process of renewal and
adaptation. Regeneration—whether in culture, architec-
ture, or urban planning—is not merely an option but a ne-
cessity to ensure that communities remain vibrant, func-
tional, and relevant.

The younger generation faces challenges distinct
from those of the past, They seek environments that fos-
ter connectivity, and innovation while still maintaining a
sense of identity and heritage.

Needs of the new generation in Kfar Kama:
The need for recreational spaces for young people, mothers,
students, and remote workers within the village.
The need for available housing for young couples and families
with limited land.
The need to create a safe space that encourages walkability
in the village.
The need to preserve identity, learn about history, and make
it accessible to future generations.

26

In these days Kfar kama continues to expand In rings
pattern. In accordance to the village's future master plan,
a third ring is proposed along with additional expansions
on the southern side, beyond Road 767. Most of the
building consists of private homes built on former agri-
cultural land that has been changed for residential use.

The renewing community in the village has new needs,
influenced by exposure to external environments and a
desire to assimilate into them. Residents are distancing
themselves from the historic core, opting for a new life-
style in pursuit of personal aspirations. For convenience
and privacy, they choose to build modern homes on their
private land, for Employment opportunities work outside
the village, and as for leisure activities take place in near-
by cities.

As a result, the building process is becoming increas-
ingly modern and aligned with broader Israeli architectur-
al trends. building according to rules and limitations that
produce generic houses and generic neighborhoods with
almost no reference to the unique cultural identity of the
Circassian heritage.

27



Physical Characteristics
Changes in building fabrics

28

Building fabric in
historic core| dense
and more oragnic

Bulding fabric within
the first ring |
building combines
tradional and new

Bulding fabric within
the second ring | new
modern building
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Regeneration

Lack of Public Spaces

One of the most pressing issues facing modern com-
munities is the lack of public spaces, which are essential
for fostering social interaction, cultural exchange, and
communal well-being. Unlike past generations, who may
have gathered in traditional courtyards or open market-
places, today’s urbanized environments often lack inclu-
sive, accessible spaces where people can connect.

having a place that enables connections with people
or just to be in outside of the house is a basic need which
should be availabe even in a small villages. Public spaces
provide opportunities for people to meet, connect, and
build relationships. Gehl argues that “Life takes place on
foot. It is important that all meaningful social activities,
intense experiences, conversations, and caresses take
place when people are standing, sitting, lying down, or
walking. One can catch a brief glimpse of others from a car
or from a train window, but life takes place on foot. Only
‘on foot’ does a situation function as a meaningful oppor-
tunity for contact and information in which the individual
is at ease and able to take time to experience, pause, or
become involved.” ™

11 Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space p73

30

However, in the evolving new fabric that mentioned
before, there is no appropriate space which can enable
the creation of spontaneous interaction between the res-
idents such as gathering or kids playing.

31



Conservation vs Regeneration

Exposing the flaws

Although expantion and development is important
for the village’s growth, conservation should be consid-
ered and highly evalutaed especially in Kfar Kama in which
heritage and history remains strongly visible. The expan-
sion is happenning without addressing to the problem “lack
in public spaces” and ignoring new necessaties like hav-
ing aresidential building for young married couples. This
happens on agricultur lands, keeping the spaces between
the basalet walls empty of activity and a no intrest to the
residents, once central to the lives of past generations, no
longer serves the needs of current residents.

They choose to build new houses far from the core
village, developing a new fabric of private houses on pri-
vate lands that has no space for a creation of public place
or even an atmosphere inviting people to gather and mak-
ing it public.

These subtle changes, may not be noticable today but
will likely have a big impact on the village’s future, resi-
dents distancing from the historic core will damaging Kfar
Kama’s unique identity and eventually losing their own
identity as circassians, minoraty that survived till today.

32
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Methodology

The study aims to identify strategies that allow for sus-
tainable growth while maintaining cultural heritage. The
methodology is structured as follows:

Mapping and Spatial Analysis: Utilization of GIS
mapping, masterplans and urban morphology
studies to visualize patterns of growth and iden-
tify areas of cultural significance.

Field Surveys and Observations: Survey conduc-
tion and documentation of architectural elements,
programa in the village, and daily life interactions
to assess how tradition is integrated into contem-
porary urban life.

Public Space Development: ldentifying ways to
integrate public spaces that foster community
engagement and cultural continuity.

E
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|

Sustainable Expansion Models: Proposing planning
frameworks that allow for growth without erasing the
village’s historical and cultural essence.
By applying this methodology, the research aims to offer
a framework that not only safeguards Kfar Kama’s unique
Circassian heritage but also enables its evolution into a
vibrant and sustainable future.

This methodology can be adapted to other case studies on
urban expansion and cultural preservation, with adjust-
ments for context. The historical overview, community
engagement, and spatial analysis should aligh with the
site’s unique characteristics. Additionally, policy reviews
must reflect local planning and heritage regulations. With
these refinements, the framework remains effective
across different settings.

39



Mapping and Spatial Analysis

Analysis through Masterplans

The evolution of the village has been examined through an
analysis of successive masterplans spanning several dec-
ades. Historically, government-led expansion plans were
conceived from a top-down perspective, prioritizing land
allocation over the preservation of the existing urban fab-
ric and consideration of residents’ needs. These plans pri-
marily aimed to distribute inherited lands among villagers.

The first approved masterplan, in 1980, categorized ar-
eas into three main types: blue for the existing built
fabric, red for public buildings, and orange for new
private residential development. The 2001 master-
plan introduced northern expansion and a new road-
way but retained the same color-coded framework,
indicating continuity in land allocation strategies.

The most recent masterplan, approved in 2015, incorporat-
ed a peripheral ring and converted some agricultural land
to residential use. Minor expansions for public functions
were proposed, including a new southern neighborhood.

Overall, these plans consistently prioritize private resi-

dential development over public space provision, revealing
a limited focus on communal needs.

40
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Mapping and Spatial Analysis

Conservation appendix

Conservation area boundary in the village Kfar Kama,
accourding to "Conservation appendix” a documant made
by Dr. Corina Segal in 2014 highliting an area of high con-
servation importance that requires careful consideration.

167
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Field Surveys and Observations

Programa in the village

there are two main center for public intitutions in
Kfar Kama. one is inside the village containing education-
al healthcare facilitiesand, the other outside the village
across route 767, cointaining educational institutions and
community sports center. Some small businesses have
been established, along with a new middle school and a
cultural center. Despite these developments, there re-
mains a significant lack of public spaces for leisure within
the village.

Center 1 for public intitu-
tions inside the village

[,

®
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
L

Center 2 for public intitu-
tions outside the village
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Programa in the village
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Field Surveys and Observations

Documentation of architectural elements
Understanding the villagers way of living in the village
from examining the spaces they live within. The tran-
sition from public to private areas, the configuration of
inner courtyards, and entrances to private residences
are fundamental spatial elements that have historically
structured daily life. Such elements have contributed to
maintaining the character and coherence of the old vil-
lage, ensuring that traditional patterns of habitation and
community interaction persist to the present day

46

Private and hidden intrance behind A shared yard
the fence

Stone walls as fences along the
natural topography

An entrance on a higher level

A
0
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’\"\ "IL—‘— —_— C ,
Private and hidden intrance through Fence and a gate turnning into a
the yard wall of a house
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Field Surveys and Observations

Survey

Architecture that prioritizes human scale and inter-
action is not only more sustainable but also essential for
preserving cultural identity in a rapidly changing world. As
Jan Gehl states, ‘Only architecture that considers human
scale and interaction will last.’

In order to recognize the necessary changes that has
to be done, we must understand the needs of the new
generation, and the ways they spend in their daily lives.

| conducted a survay asking the people who live in the
village about their needs as a community, to share their
ideas, and in general to get an image of the situation in
the village.

In my survey, 250 people participated, with the ma-
jority aged between 20 and 40. Each respondent shared
their perspective on what is missing in public spaces and
suggested examples of what could be added.

48

Questions:

10.

11.

What mode of transportation do you prefer to use
within the village?

Would you like to walk more?

As residents, do you spend leisure time within the
village (outside your home)? If yes, where do you
usually spend your time?

Do you travel to these places by car, golf cart, or on
foot?

Do you frequently go outside the village for leisure
activities (more than twice a week)?

Would you like to have more recreational places with-
in the village? If yes, please provide examples.

Would you like an easier and more convenient way to
reach the community center area?

I have noticed a shortage of housing units—would you
like to have an apartment building in the village?

For those who work from home on some days, would
you like to have a co-working space like WeWork?

Do you want to stay in the village, or are you consid-
ering moving out?

If you are thinking of leaving the village, would you
stay if the situation were different?

49



Results:

1.Transportation

Own:
Use:

2.Need to walk
more

3.Leisure inside
the village

5.Leisure outside
the village

3.Leisure inside

the village

In farmlands 40%
Walking 12.4%
At a friend’s 28.8%
Community 14.8%
sports center

Soccer field 4%
Restaurent 3.6%
Coffee shop 3.2%
Park 31.2%
Backyard 6.4%

With the family 14%
Eimlessly driving 4%

Third ring 3.6%

50

14.5%

No

Yes

18.9% 66.7%

Maybe

Yes
83.3%

Yes
31.9%

No

Restaurent

7.Need for easier
way to reach the
community
center area

8.Need for apart-
ment building

9.Need for
co-working space

coffee shop

Soccer  park

field

Community
sports center

o>

30.1% 68.4%
6.4% 2.8%
No
Yes
Maybe e
No
Yes
54%
Maybe
No

Yes
37.3%

farmlands

6.Need for more recreational places.

Examples for more recreational places
within the village. 5,

Cinema/Theater for performances.

2. More cafés, restaurants, and coffee carts.

3. More playgrounds, greenery and landscaped areas for sitting located near
residential areas.

4. A promenade with fountains and greenery.

5.  Not necessarily for leisure, but a quiet space similar to the youth center,
where more people can study.

6. Sports trails-Safe walking, running, and cycling paths with lighting.

7. Indoor play area (Gymboree) for children.

8. Intimate seating areas.

9. Spaces for social bonding.

10. A shopping complex or stores similar to those found in commercial centers

1. A country club

12. Parks with seating areas and viewpoints overlooking the village.

13. A women’s café and a women’s club with activities.

14. Workshops and activities for young people

15. A plant nursery

16. More recreational spaces for children and families

17.  Alocal factory

18. Spaces where everyone feels welcome, whether it’s a cinema, a snooker
club, or a bowling alley.

10.stay in the No Voo 11.In case of want- No ves

village 77.% ing to leavewould se%

you stay if the
situation were
different?
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Intervention

Whereas untill today all suggested plans have primarily fo-
cused on housing density and the allocation of land for pri-
vateresidentialuse, myprojectseekstoproposeanewvision
that responds to the needs of the community—particular-
ly those of the younger generation—by offering a design
that emphasizes the importance of public and social spac-
es as key elements of placemaking and cultural resilience.

The project aims to bridge the existing gap by creating a
connection between the northern and southern parts of
the village, and to encourage development in the southern
area, which part of ot is destined to become a populated
neighborhood with new housing. In doing so, it aspires to
transform Highway 767 from an intercity road into an ur-
ban street—a central pedestrian axis that reconnects res-
idents to their traditions and their past, while simultane-
ously offering a renewed experience within a familiar part
of the village.

The proposed design in the new neighborhood will serve as
a complementary extension to the existing urban fabric,
with a spatial form that aspires to provide the same spatial
qualities found in the historic core. Basing on an analysis
of the physical characteristics of the private and public
realms, including materiality, street sections, passages

52

and access routes. These, integrated with the needs of
the new generation and their new way of life inside the
village.
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Sustainable Expansion Models

Three expansion models were evaluated:
The first model is impractical, as Road 767
is an intercity route to Tiberias and serves as a
main access point for residents and tourists, con-
tributing significantly to the village’s economy.

The second model, which integrates the road into
the historical village, could strengthen connec-
tions and slow traffic. However, it is not feasi-
ble due to the need to preserve heritage buildings.

The third model was selected. By adding a traffic circle
and an additional detour, it establishes a clearer and more
efficient link between the two sides of the village, regu-
lates traffic, and allows residents to walk safely from the
old village to the new neighborhood and the public institu-
tion center located outside the village.

54

Expansion Model 1
canceling  road
767 entirly and
offering a new
detor to the vil-
lage

Expansion Model 2
Changing the
path of road 767,
making it int-
grated with the
historical village

Expansion Model 3
keeping road 767
but slowing its
traffic by adding
a traffic circle
and adding an-
other detor way
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Case Study: Project site

The Intervention Area

The selected site is an area of agricultural land owned
by several families from Kfar Kama. The site is located in
the southern part of the village, with Highway 767 sep-
arating it from the village’s historic core. On its eastern
side, it borders the village’s community center complex
and an archaeological site of a Byzantine church, which
today is hidden and has become a playground for the vil-
lage residents and the surrounding area.

Physical characteristics: The site is characterized by
a relatively steep topographical slope, with a dry stream
(wadi) running through its lowest point.

The site was chosen as an intention to propose an al-
ternative approach to the village’s development pattern,
aiming to enhance spatial continuity and strengthen the
connection between the historic core and the surrounding
urban fabric. The intervention aspires to improve internal
connectivity and integrate the core as an active, function-
al part of the cultural landscape and daily life of the vil-
lage’s residents.

56

Area :370 dunam
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Strategy

In the proposed plan, the road width is reduced from
30 meters to 10 meters in order to create a more hu-
man-scaled environment. Shaded sidewalks are added,
and the concept of integrating residential and commercial
functions is enhanced through the creation of an active
commercial and public frontage that encourages leisure
and social interaction.

A central plaza is introduced to connect key elements
of the village: the market, the community center, the
historic core, and the new neighborhood. The area of the
church’s archaeological site is reimagined as an open green
park that revitalizes the stream and incorporates func-
tions designed to connect residents with nature. This park
serves both as a transition and a link between the com-
munity center and the new neighborhoods. At the edge of
the new neighborhood, a harmonious interface is created
where commerce meets nature.

The new neighborhood is organized around six hubs,
each featuring an urban plaza designed to serve the needs
of a specific group within the village. These hubs are in-
terconnected by ground-floor commercial spaces, ensur-
ing accessibility and proximity of services.
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For the elderly:
Comfortable seating area
Slow walking paths integrated into the park
Outdoor table games such as chess and backgam-
mon
Quiet gardens planted with aromatic species

For families:
Spaces for cultural performances
movie theater
Walking trails suitable for families with strollers

For working residents:
Open workstations equipped with electricity and
seating
Public spaces for working

For kids and youth:
Recreational spaces for play and social gatherings
learning environments
Spaces for dance and art workshop

For the community at large:
Areas for festivals, parades, and cultural events
Meeting points for friends, families, and neigh-
bors
Community gardening plots
Designated areas for folk dancing and traditional
ceremonies
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Proposed Programa
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Current Programa according to plan 21324/1
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Appartment topologies

Developing apartment typologies inspired by the tra-
ditional Circassian house layout, known as Wuna, defines
private and discreet entrances to each unit and orientates

porches toward an internal courtyard, fostering a strong-

. . . . . ¢
er sense of community within the building block. At the —
same time, the design creates a clear separation from the
. . . WUuna ---—------—- e
external surroundings, ensuring that the “negative space” i | |
— the street and public plazas — remains entirely open and N Heschresch
RN ,
accessible, providing residents with vibrant communal ar- o \\8
eas for leisure and social interaction.
g |
Courtyard ------------| H---mmmmmm-- e
Lt R Fence
H_\ ’_ﬁ ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff "T" column
n
Fire place [
Chuoupa | : Main: entrance
G Black stones

e Yard gate
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Appartment topologies
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70 sgm

70 sgm

Appartement for a
couple + 1 kid

85sgm

- [N
1
|

94 sgm
-..
1
S | [

83 sgm

gL
B3

75 sgm 70m street

I Chuoupa ¥ Chuoupa
Seudew 0w Do O G O« Ode x| s O de s < O O ¥O¥OKQ¥O* O

yard

Chuoupa =
20X 20) |lw«ow*e]| Chuoupa

yard

Appartement for a 70 m street
couple + 2 kid

120 sgm

. g
]

Chuoupa

dexOde «Ode®

112 sgm

C2 .—I

120 sgm

- [

. open transitional space between the private and public D private areas in an apparement .

public shared spaces shared areas in an apparement .
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Masterplan
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Elevation
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Section

street section through two residental building- two
block edges forming a street.
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A view from chuoupa

A stronger sense of community within the building block
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Plan for an urban plaza 1200
~ Entirely open and accessible, providing residents w
areas for leisure and social i\h’cena\c\tion.
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Conclusion

This research investigates strategies for the spatial
evolution of traditional settlements without eroding their
cultural heritage. Kfar Kama, a Circassian village in north-
ern Israel, is examined as a case study to explore how rural
communities can adapt to contemporary social, economic,
and environmental demands while maintaining their his-
torical identity.

The project proposes an urban framework that bal-
ances modernization with tradition, ensuring that expan-
sion does not come at the expense of cultural continuity.
By integrating architectural elements rooted in Circassian
heritage with planning principles that respond to current
needs, the study demonstrates how vernacular settle-
ments can evolve into sustainable, future-oriented com-
munities.

Kfar Kama serves not only as a local example but also
as a model for similar villages seeking to accommodate
younger generations, enhance livability, and remain con-
nected to their historical roots. This research positions
tradition as an active tool for shaping resilient and cultur-
ally grounded urban growth.
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