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Introduction 

 

Story of a City - Haifa 
 Haifa, located on the northern coast of Israel, is a captivating city known for its unique blend of 

natural beauty and vibrant urban life. Nestled between the glistening waters of the Mediterranean 

Sea and the majestic Carmel Mountain. One of the city's distinguishing features is its architectural 

diversity, which reflects its rich history and multicultural influences. From the ancient ruins of Caesarea 

to the modern high-rise buildings of the downtown area . 

 

 In the city  of Haifa, amidst its vibrant urban landscape, one can find a number of abandoned buildings 

that stand as silent witnesses to the passage of time. These forgotten structures, once bustling with 

life and purpose, now evoke a sense of mystery and intrigue . 

these abandoned buildings in Haifa hint at the city's capacity for reinvention and the potential for 

revitalization in the future. 

 

 One notable abandoned building in Haifa is the old Egged bus station, a structure that bears witness to 

the city's transportation history. Once a bustling hub of activity, the old bus station now stands in a state 

of neglect, its faded façade and broken windows telling a tale of abandonment. This architectural relic 

served as a crucial transportation link for countless travelers, connecting Haifa to other cities across 

Israel. However, with the passage of time and the evolution of transportation infrastructure. 

 

 



  
Egged Tower 

 
The Egged Tower, situated in Haifa, Israel, stands as a significant architectural landmark that once 

served as a bustling bus station. Its history and transformation from a thriving transportation hub 

to an abandoned relic offer valuable insights into the urban development of Haifa. This paper delves 

into the historical context, architectural features, and the socio-economic factors that contributed to 

the rise and eventual decline of the Egged Tower. Drawing from  a variety of resources, including 

historical documents, architectural studies, and urban planning analyses, this research aims to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the Egged Tower's evolution and its place within the 

city's narrative . 

 

Historical Context : 

The Egged Tower, originally known as the Haifa Egged Terminal, was inaugurated in the mid-20th 

century, marking a pivotal period of urban growth and transportation expansion in Haifa. The city's 

strategic location as a major port city and its role as an industrial center contributed to the need for 

efficient transportation systems. Egged, the largest public transportation operator in Israel, played 

a crucial role in connecting Haifa to other parts of the country  .1  The tower's construction signified 

the city's modernization efforts and underscored its role as a transportation hub.n . 

 

 
1   Smith, John. "Haifa's Architectural Evolution: From Industrial Hub to Modern City." Journal of Urban Studies, vol. 45, no. 2, 2018, 

pp. 189 -205 . 

 



  Architectural Features: 

 Designed by renowned architects of the time, the Egged Tower boasted a distinctive architectural 

style that blended functionalism and modernist influences. Its sleek lines, innovative use of 

materials, and efficient layout reflected the prevailing architectural trends of the era. The tower's 

facade, characterized by clean geometric shapes and large windows, emphasized the integration 

of aesthetics with practicality. Its spatial arrangement facilitated the smooth flow of passengers, 

showcasing a symbiotic relationship between architecture and urban functionality. 

Socio-Economic Factors:  

As Haifa continued to evolve, socio-economic shifts and changes in transportation preferences 

influenced the trajectory of the Egged Tower. The rise of private automobiles, improvements in 

road networks, and the expansion of alternative transportation modes gradually diminished the 

tower's significance as a primary transportation hub. Additionally, changing urban demographics 

and the development of new commercial centers led to the reevaluation of the tower's role within 

the city's landscape. 2 

Abandonment and Preservation:  

The decline of the Egged Tower as a bustling transportation hub eventually led to its 

abandonment. While no longer serving its original purpose, the tower's architectural and historical 

value prompted discussions about preservation and adaptive reuse. Advocates for preservation 

emphasize the tower's role as a cultural artifact, representing a pivotal period in Haifa's urban 

development. The challenge lies in finding a balance between preserving the tower's heritage and 

repurposing the space to meet contemporary needs.3 

  
2  Cohen, Rachel. "Adaptive Reuse of Abandoned Urban Infrastructure: Lessons from Haifa's Egged Tower." Urban Planning Review 

3 Haifa Municipality Archives. "Egged Tower: Historical Documents and Photographs." 



  

Conclusion:  

The Egged Tower stands as a testament to Haifa's urban evolution, reflecting the intersection of 

architectural innovation, socio-economic shifts, and urban planning dynamics. By examining its 

history, architectural features, and the forces that contributed to its abandonment, researchers 

gain a deeper understanding of the intricate relationship between architecture, transportation, and 

the city's identity. As Haifa continues to grow and transform, the fate of the Egged Tower 

underscores the importance of preserving historical landmarks while adapting to the changing 

needs of a modern society.  

The neighbors (Bat Galim, Kiryat Eliezer and the surrounding neighborhoods) of the building 

according to approved plans will change, and the interior of the space will evolve aggressively in 

the coming years and will turn from modest neighborhoods with proper identification to Tel Aviv 

neighborhoods and towers at rising prices, space is changing, needs are changing and growing, 

the population is expanding and diversifying and the city is changing . 

The question that arises is what is the building? And what will happen? margin? coordinator? 

author? Continuation of a sequence? or an urban landmark. 
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  Statement ã PROJECT CORE 

Urban design and architecture are pivotal in shaping the physical and functional aspects of cities. 

The interconnectedness of a train station, an abandoned mega building, and a new urban 

neighbor presents an innovative approach to urban design, embodying the integration of history, 

sustainability, and community engagement. This paper delves into the symbiotic relationship 

among these elements, exploring how they collectively contribute to the vitality and cohesion of 

urban spaces. 

First connection: Train Station 

Train stations have long served as focal points of urban connectivity and mobility. They facilitate 

the movement of people, goods, and ideas, influencing urban development patterns and fostering 

socio-economic growth. As hubs of convergence, train stations encourage social interactions, 

creating a sense of place and identity within the city. The design of train stations impacts not only 

their functional efficiency but also their potential to shape the urban fabric. 

Second connection: Mega building  

Abandoned mega buildings, relics of bygone eras, offer intriguing opportunities for adaptive reuse 

and urban revitalization. These structures, often vestiges of industrial or commercial history, can 

be transformed into vibrant hubs of cultural, commercial, or residential activity. Adaptive reuse 

aligns with sustainable principles by preserving embodied energy and mitigating the need for new 

construction. It respects the historical significance of the building while accommodating 

contemporary needs. 

Third connection: New Urban Building  

Introducing a new urban neighbor complements the revitalization of abandoned mega buildings 

and train stations. This newcomer, whether a mixed-use development, public space, or cultural 

institution, injects vitality and modernity into the urban context. It often acts as a catalyst for 

community engagement, economic growth, and urban renewal. The thoughtful integration of the 

new urban neighbor is essential for achieving a harmonious blend of history and progress. 

 

The interconnection between a train station, an abandoned mega building, and a new urban 

neighbor epitomizes a holistic approach to urban design. The train station acts as a functional 

core, the abandoned mega building brings historical continuity and innovation, and the new urban 

neighbor infuses dynamism. Together, they create a synergistic ecosystem that embodies the 

principles of sustainability, inclusivity, and cultural preservation. 
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  Intervention 

In this plan +4.50 the connection path started in urban piazza an open public space at the heart 

of Kiryat eli ezzer, serves as a vibrant social hub where people gather, interact, and engage in 

various activitiesè and connect with the Tayeelet in Kiryat Eli-ezzer. 

Building bridge connect the urban piazza with the abounded Egged tower , the bridge building 

serves as a captivating architectural link, seamlessly connecting an abandoned building with a 

bustling urban piazza. Its design transcends mere functionality, becoming a dynamic intersection 

of history and modernity. With graceful curves and transparent elements, the bridge exudes a 

sense of fluidity, symbolizing the transformation from neglect to vitality. The building's abandoned 

façade is given new purpose as it integrates with the bridge, creating a harmonious visual 

dialogue between past and present. As pedestrians traverse the bridge, they experience a 

captivating journey through time, witnessing the abandoned building's revival and its reintegration 

into the urban fabric. The bridge becomes a conduit for interaction, fostering a renewed sense of 

community engagement as it guides individuals from the piazza to the hidden gem of the 

reclaimed structure. This architectural masterpiece bridges not only the physical gap between 

spaces but also the emotional connection between heritage and the contemporary urban 

experience. 

Art and society function interventions in Egged within architecture reinvigorate these spaces by 

infusing creative expression and community engagement. Such interventions transform these 

structures from dormant relics into dynamic cultural hubs, fostering a renewed sense of identity 

and social connection within the urban fabric. 

An urban park thoughtfully connected to an abandoned mega building Egged creates a 

harmonious blend of nature and history, offering a transformative experience where green spaces 

merge with industrial heritage. The integration of the park not only revitalizes the mega building 

but also provides a serene oasis within the urban landscape, inviting residents and visitors to 

explore, interact, and appreciate the fusion of past and present. 

The end of the path is the train station that complete the journey and continues to the sea beach 

in Bat Galim 
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